CD23: a multi-functional receptor/lymphokine?
With the demonstration of identity between CD23 and the low affinity IgE Fc receptor (Fc epsilon RII), two previously separate avenues of immunological research have converged into one. Particularly in its guise as 'Blast-2' antigen, evidence has been mounting to implicate CD23 as an important molecule in B-cell growth regulation. It might seem pertinent, however, to question a role for an apparently isotype-specific immunoglobulin (Ig) receptor in general B-cell processes. In this article, John Gordon and colleagues attempt to reconcile the two, currently diverse, schools of thought regarding the primary function of CD23 and to provide a structural model that accounts for the biological pleiotropy observed.